The Letter of James: an introduction James 1:1 with Luke 8:4-15

In the Parable of the Soils Jesus describes harnaef sows seed on four different soils. The suhess the plants in one
and thorns and weeds choke the plants in anothy.tBe fourth soil was good and produced a grest.cJesus explained
that two soils represent people who have heartiMbiel of God and even received it with joy and badigk for a while. They
have shown “green” but later either withered oraerad fruitless. It is possible for people to gareappearance of believing,
but not be born again, because the word “has ntoimabem.”

Although we should be cautious in judging the pneseor absence of fruit, we are called to judgeelues. Fruit is the
basis for evaluating: “a tree is known by its fiit 12:33). In the process of maturing that exisetween sowing and
bearing fruit, there is some uncertainty. Is thespe who accepted the Word with joy, truly bornia@awill they show fruit in
the right season?

Paul challenges the Corinthians to examine therasgete see if they are in the faith (2 Cor. 13J@nes teaches in his
letter that true faith takes action. It shows ftgefruit. Difficulties in life lead to maturityn those who are truly children of
God. Those who are not truly God’s children willfr@even as false. The context for the letter ofekamill help in
understanding its content.

1. The author of the letter:

a. The author identifies himself as James, the sepfaGod and Jesus Christ.

1) Two men with the very common name of James armiment in the NT and are the most likely candigdte
authorship. James the Apostle and James, the biaitesus and elder of the Jerusalem church, rslaitibnally
has been considered the author.

2) The “servant” is literally a slave, not a hiredrker, but one who has been bought and is ownddsbyaster. James
was fully aware that he had been bought with agptite very blood of Jesus (1 Co 6:20; 7:23; 1:28-19).

3) Whereas Paul and Peter both mention their apsbgblén their writings, James does not. Althougis &n argument
from silence, it supports the proposal that thb@uis James the brother of Jesus and not Janeeaptstle. If this is
the case, then it is noteworthy that he perceivedetationship to Jesus not primarily as a fitelationship, i.e., that
of a half-brother, but that of a slave to his maste

- Those who were close to Jesus such as John, ttipldiwhom Jesus loved, and James, his own hatferopdid not
lose sight of the authority and majesty which resioh Jesus. John fell at the feet of Jesus wheawedim as reported
in Revelation 1. James almost disregards his filildtionship and regards Jesus as his owner asttm&/e would do
well not to lose sight of this perspective, evemvasappreciate the fact that Jesus now calls esds.

b. Although there is no definitive way to date tleiter, there are hints of an early date which suggeither the Apostle or
the half-brother of Jesus as the author. Jame#gbstle, was martyred very early (Acts 12). Jatheshalf-brother of
Jesus could have written later, but features iddtter support the traditional view of an earliate.

1) The letter is very Jewish. It is written to thevélve tribes” which is most easily understoodefenring to Jews.
“Your meeting” (2:2nv; “assembly” kav, nkav) s literally a “synagogue” (chsv). This Jewish character fits best the
early phase of the church, prior to the major @agheamong Gentiles.

2) There is an absence of any reference to the gmobf the Judaizers. This attack on the churchilee@&ospel
developed as the outreach to Gentiles increased.

2. The recipients of the letter:

a. The first readers were probably Jews. The sirhpitsrpretation of “the twelve tribes” is a reface to Israel, a
consistent use of the term in the OT and NT. linsecessary and inappropriate to see in this plarasallegorical
meaning.

b. The first readers were also followers of JesussCHSee 1:2 (my brothers), similarly 1:9, 16, 291 (my brothers,
believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ); andosth in 2:5, 14; 3:1, 12; 4:11; 5:7, 9, 10, 19,]

The early church was primarily Jewish and residederusalem and Judea. The church at Jerusalerscatisred
because of persecution (Acts 8:1; cf. Acts 11:19ffje important spread of the Gospel to Samariad@st 8) only
happened after persecution began to thrust Chrsstiat of Jerusalem. Although the persecution $eealed by Saul
subsided after his conversion (Acts 9:31), theyedelWish believers would not have been totally &bpersecution. Their
association with Judaism left them with some spediawances from Rome but also left them as tlogpients of Satanic
anti-semitic attitudes and actions. (Cf Acts 1821%7; 19:33-34.)

People who are scattered by persecution do natgertor orderly moving. They do not take time tth $eir houses,
pack suitcases or look first for new jobs. Theyawafugees, often poor and unwanted in their nest tmuntries.

James, as a good shepherd and following the exashge Good Shepherd, exercised concern for higsBebrothers
in Christ — not only in Jerusalem, but also indispersion (diaspora). They were all valuable ilGasight and James
mirrored the care of his Master.

3. The purpose of the letter:

James had an appropriate pastoral concern bottewaish believers in Jerusalem (cf. Acts 21:15ff iettee requests
Paul to consider his actions in light of Jewishdwdrs in Jerusalem who were zealous for the lawyell as for those
scattered by persecution.

The letter itself shows us why James had reasothiconcern. There were at least eleven problénisls of many
kinds” (1:2); temptations (1:13-14); failure todiwut one’s faith (1:19-27), blindness caused bglthg2:1ff.), insufficient
brotherly love (2:14-26), uncontrolled speech, beiritical and judgmental (3:2-12 and 4:11-12)klat wisdom (3:13-
18), quarrelsomeness (4:1-6), pride before God18;713-17), danger of losing hope, patience aathat perspective
(5:1-12), failure to correctly handle sin (5:13-20)

The letter of James was written by a pastor-shepivbo cared for the sheep. He wanted to assurdhtiahad a living,
genuine faith. According to the picture given bg parable of the soils he wished to make certainghch one was bearing
fruit.

This letter should also help us to mature in ChHgleals with problems which we also face. Wendbwish to find
ourselves identified with that second or third soithe parable, receiving the Word and yet renngjffiiuitless. There is very
little that is more dangerous than a false secWity do not wish to be merely hearers (or readdrg)e Word but also doers
(James 1:22).

May we through this letter be encouraged and sthemgd in our faith, so that we may “be mature @omdplete, not
lacking anything.” (James 1:4).
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